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2024 Annual Update  

2,409 Regional Family Network Members 
2,387 Facebook Followers 

 

                Engaging Families  
                Regional Family Network Activities Highlights 

Family Valentine Party • 10th Anniversary Carnival  • Rainy Day Spring Family Event 
Celebrating Moms Luncheon • Celebrating Dads BBQ Dinner  

Parent’s Nights: Game Nights, VR Demo, Summer Luau, Murder Mystery & Trivia 
Equipping Families Event • Family Pirate Party • Build a Snowman Family Event  

Get Air Event sponsored by Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism   
 

                       Strengthening Families 
               Family Training Event Highlights 

• Guardianship Alternatives with The Arc Oregon 
• How to be a Star in a Supporting Role: Workshop for Caregivers  
• Strengthening Your Marriage While Raising a Child with Disabilities  
• Navigating Developmental Disabilities Services  
• Preschool Parent Advocacy Workshop  
• Middle to High School Transition  
• Adult Transition Training  
• Raising a Self-Advocate: Dinner & Panel Discussion for Parents and Youth 
• Creating Leaders Invitational Series for Parents 
• Back to School Workshop for Families 
• Autism Community Information Event with Independence Heritage Museum  
• Equipping Families & Adults to Employ Support Workers 
• Financial Security Strategies for Families with Oregon State Treasury ABLE Savings   

 
Equipping Families 
Health Equity Initiatives 
 

Emergency Preparedness - With Oregon Health Authority’s Health Equity Grant, we expanded 
accessible emergency-preparedness education for children and adults with developmental disabilities 
across our region starting with a social media campaign promoting emergency notification registries. 
Our emergency preparedness initiative covered topics such as evacuation and communication 
planning, fire and earthquake preparedness, power outages, extreme climate conditions, and 
healthy-homes concerns including mold, lead, carbon monoxide, and indoor air and water quality. 
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• Interactive Dollhouse Exhibit - Our interactive dollhouse exhibit provided accessible information 
on emergency planning and healthy home topics. The dollhouse was showcased at rural resource 
fairs and featured in our emergency-preparedness video as a practical teaching tool for families.  

• Emergency Preparedness Video - We produced a video featuring four local youth with 
developmental disabilities who shared strategies their families can use to prepare for emergencies 
at home using our dollhouse exhibit as an instructional tool. 

• Safety Superhero Event – This fall family event offered hands-on activities focused on healthy 
homes, climate health, fire safety, and earthquake preparedness. Families enjoyed the 
superhero-themed photo booth and the premiere of our Emergency Preparedness at Home video. 

• Rural Fire Station Pop-Up Event - Our first fire safety pop-up event was at the Polk County Fire 
Station in Independence where children with disabilities and their families interacted with 
firefighters and emergency vehicles. Firefighters received disability-awareness information. 
 

                       Building Collaboration 
                    Systems Advocacy Highlights 

• Special Education Advisory Partner for Salem-Keizer Schools 
• Oregon’s Developmental Disabilities Services Advisory Group Participation 
• Community Service Integration Team Members 
• Provided individual support, consultation and advocacy assistance to dozens of local families. 
• Expanded sexual abuse prevention social media content with Juliette’s House and Liberty House.  
• Published systems navigation guides for families with Willamette Educational Services District with 

funding from the Willamette Health Council. 
                                                                                      

 
Contracted Program Coordination 
 

• Regional Family Network (Marion, Polk & Yamhill Counties) Contracted by the Oregon 
Department of Human Services, Office of Developmental Disability Services and the Oregon 
Council on Developmental Disabilities to strengthen families and communities. 

• Health Equity Initiatives (Marion, Polk & Yamhill Counties) Contracted by the Oregon Health 
Authority to provide accessible emergency preparedness resources.    

• Employer Resource Connection (Tillamook, Lincoln, Marion, Polk, Yamhill, Linn, Benton & Lane) 
Contracted by the Oregon Home Care Commission to assist employers of support workers. 

• GO Project (Statewide) For Oregon Developmental Disabilities Coalition to support legislative 
advocacy. | Inclusive Leadership Summit Coordination for Oregon Self Advocacy Coalition. 

 
 Contact Information 
  
 

Phone: 503-559-0424 Voice/Text | Email: support@creatingops.org | Website: www.creatingops.org 
Facebook: @2CreateOpportunities | Address: 777 13th Street SE, Suite 120, Salem OR 97301  
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization Tax ID: 46-5073171 
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